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America will emerge stronger than 
ever before. 

f 

PMA SCANDAL 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, later today 
or tomorrow, the House will be voting 
again on a privileged resolution to look 
into the matter of the PMA scandal. 
There is an outside investigation by 
the Department of Justice into PMA, a 
powerhouse lobbying firm that will 
close its doors at the end of the month 
because of suspect contributions to 
Members of Congress, Members of Con-
gress who secured no-bid contracts on 
behalf of that firm. 

Mr. Speaker, several years ago we 
had the Jack Abramoff scandal. The 
leadership at that time was slow to 
recognize that scandal, and it kept 
spreading until it got worse and did 
damage to the reputation of this body. 
Let’s not make that same mistake 
today. This scandal promises to be far 
larger if we let it go. So let’s have the 
investigation go on by the Ethics Com-
mittee. We have an obligation to up-
hold the dignity and decorum of this 
body and we are not exercising it yet. 

I urge a vote not to table the resolu-
tion, and let the Ethics Committee in-
vestigate this scandal. 

f 

NATIONAL SAFE PLACE WEEK 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in recognition of National Safe Place 
Week, the organization and the critical 
services it provides to young people in 
need. 

Of the more than 1 million youth who 
experience homelessness annually, 
some are born without homes, but 
most run away to escape abuse; and 
with no hope in sight, one-third at-
tempt suicide. Thankfully, National 
Safe Place recognizes that in each of 
these young people is hope for the fu-
ture, a chance to succeed, and an op-
portunity to become productive mem-
bers of our communities. 

In the 26 years since National Safe 
Place began in my hometown of Louis-
ville, Kentucky, it has served nearly a 
quarter million disconnected youth na-
tionwide, 100,000 in Kentucky alone. In 
40 States and 1,400 communities across 
the Nation, Safe Place has provided the 
services and support to help a child’s 
potential become a reality. No wonder 
Safe Place is the largest recipient of 
funding through the Reconnecting 
Homeless Youth Act, which we just re-
authorized with legislation I authored 
with my colleague, JUDY BIGGERT. 

Time after time, adolescents devoid 
of hope have traveled a path that 
seems sure to dead end, only to find 
themselves in front of one of 1,600 
stores, restaurants, and businesses 
bearing the Safe Place logo. Inside, 

they find a new path that begins with 
the support every child needs and ends 
with a chance that every child de-
serves. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating National Safe Place Week. 

f 

IT IS TIME TO TAKE BACK 
TAXPAYER MONEY FROM AIG 

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of the hardworking 
families of my district and the State of 
Pennsylvania who, like me, are 
shocked and outraged by recent actions 
taken by the insurance company, AIG. 

Mr. Speaker, the current economic 
downturn has been especially difficult 
for my constituents. Traveling across 
my district, I have heard the same 
story from far too many middle-class 
families about how they are bearing 
the brunt of our faltering economy. 
Paychecks can’t stretch far enough 
anymore to make payments on the 
mortgage, buy groceries, and pay the 
utility bills. In fact, many of my con-
stituents who have worked hard and 
played by the rules have had to take a 
pay cut simply to keep their jobs. 

My constituents work hard and meet 
their responsibilities every day, and 
they don’t have the benefit of govern-
ment bailouts or multimillion-dollar 
bonuses. However, they have seen their 
hard-earned tax dollars go to bail out 
companies like AIG, whose own greed 
and recklessness are responsible for the 
economic downturn in the first place. 

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to understand 
why AIG executives think they have 
earned bonuses in the first place; but, 
more importantly, how dare AIG use 
tens of millions of taxpayer dollars to 
reward themselves for bad behavior. 
How can they justify this outrage to 
taxpayers who are keeping their com-
pany afloat? 

I say enough is enough. And that is 
why I am supporting legislation that 
will safeguard the taxpayers’ money 
and hold AIG executives accountable 
once and for all. 

f 

CHANGING THE HEALTH CARE 
SYSTEM 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I am so grateful for a Presi-
dent that believes in the American peo-
ple. I thank him for his budget, thank 
him for his outrage regarding out-
rageous AIG employees receiving bo-
nuses, thank him for recognizing the 47 
million plus that are growing who need 
health care reform, and thank this 
leadership that is beginning to open 
the discussion on American health care 
reform that is so very important. 

I happen to believe a single-payer 
system is a health care payment sys-
tem, not a health care delivery system. 

Health care providers will be in a fee- 
for-service practice and will not be em-
ployees of the government. Therefore, 
it is not socialized medicine. Single- 
payer health care is not socialized 
medicine any more than the public 
funding of education is socialized edu-
cation or the public funding of the de-
fense industry is socialized defense. 

What we simply want is the ability 
for that single payer to negotiate pre-
scription drug prices, hospital prices, 
nursing home prices. We simple want 
the ability to give the American people 
the insurance on health care that they 
and their children need. 

Interestingly enough, polls show that 
60 to 75 percent of Americans believe in 
this type of system. But the most im-
portant aspect is, we have a leader— 
and the leadership in this Congress— 
that says Americans count. Let us 
change the health care system today, 
not pay AIG employees bonuses. 

f 

AMERICANS DESERVE BETTER 
SOLUTIONS 

(Mr. TIBERI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TIBERI. Ladies and gentlemen, 
in the coming weeks, we are going to 
debate the budget for the United States 
of America for the next 10 years, for 
next year and beyond. This budget 
clearly taxes too much, spends too 
much, and borrows too much from the 
American people. In fact, not only does 
it do that, but for someone like my 
mom and dad who are on fixed incomes, 
seniors, this will cause their taxes to 
go up every time they fill the tank of 
their 14-year-old car, turn on the lights 
of their 35-year-old house, or turn up 
the thermostat to heat or turn it down 
to cool their home. 

This is a huge tax on American con-
sumers, particularly from my State in 
Ohio, with this cap-and-tax issue that 
is within this budget, a debate that 
we’re going to have in this House this 
month and next month. 

Americans deserve better. They de-
serve better solutions. Republicans in 
the minority here are willing to be part 
of those better solutions. I hope that 
the Speaker and the leadership of the 
House will be partners with us for 
those better solutions. 

f 

b 1030 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
TAX CREDITS 

(Mr. BOCCIERI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOCCIERI. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people are demanding leader-
ship, and we will be judged in this 
House by two measures, by action or 
inaction, and whether what we do in 
this House is going to put our economy 
and our people back on track. 

And let me tell you, while some of 
my colleagues stand with their arms 
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